
Why Plant Trees?  

 

Planting trees at your school will pay multiple benefits by improving environmental conditions 

and providing multi-disciplinary learning for students of all ages. It teaches them about plants 

and shows them how their efforts make an impact that they and their communities can revisit 

for years. Trees in a school yard improve air quality and can reduce temperatures in warm 

climates by 10°F. They provide shade in hot temperatures and and new signs of life. They are a 

small environmental investment that will pay dividends for decades to come. 

 

Site Selection  

 

When selecting locations on campus for your trees, notice any nearby power lines.  If you are 

planting large growing trees, be sure each location is at least 50 feet from overhead power 

lines.  Be conscious of any other gardens on school grounds that need sunlight and should not 

be shaded by new trees as well as areas like playgrounds that may need more shade! 

 

Before you start, call Indiana 811 to have utilities marked around your dig site.  For more 

information, visit www.indiana811.org 

 

TREE 

PLANTING 

Keep Indianapolis Beautiful - www.kibi.org 

Tree Selection 

 

Walk your school’s property and observe 

sunlight as well as soil conditions.  A 

great resource for tree selection is 101 

Trees of Indiana by Marion Jackson or 

Native Trees of the Midwest by Sally 

Weeks.  KIB encourages the planting of 

native trees to support Indiana wildlife.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Trained   

 

There is more to tree planting a tree than just digging a hole! To ensure the best chance of your 

tree’s survivability… 

         o Check out our online video demonstrating how to properly plant a tree: 

            www.youtube.com/watch?v=RypqSrLZVlw 

         o Get trained in person by volunteering with KIB! Check out our volunteer calendar and 

            sign up for a tree planting: www.kibi.org/projects 

 

Make a Plan for Maintenance 

 

Trees need regular maintenance to ensure their long-term health and safety in our landscapes. 

 Assign weekly maintenance tasks to your Green Team! 

 

o Watering 

Water is essential for tree health and the critical factor for tree survival after planting. It is 

essential to make sure trees have enough water.  You must also take precaution to not 

overwater your tree. It is not necessary to water your tree every day. Once a week deep 

watering is preferable. Check the soil to make sure watering is necessary and use common 

sense. If the ground is moist, do not water. 

 

Water your tree for the first three years after planting. Give your tree 15 gallons of water, once a 

week from May 1 to October 31. For easy measuring, simply use a 5-gallon bucket and fill it up  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gather Your Tools 

 

Typical tools needed for a tree planting include 

gloves, shovels, rakes, an arbor saw, hand pruners 

and a utility knife. 

 3x for each tree. If using the bucket method, slowly 

pour the bucket of water at the base of each tree. It is 

best to avoid short, frequent watering of trees because 

this usually does not penetrate deep enough into the 

soil, and only encourages roots to grow toward the 

surface. Water should soak the top foot of soil. 

 

o Pruning 

Improper pruning can severely damage trees. It is best 

to consult with an ISA Certified Arborist before 

pruning.  Topping is the severe cutting back of limbs to 

create stubs within the tree’s crown. This mutilates 

and destroys trees. Topping is very unhealthy and 

dangerous to trees, so don’t do it!   



o Staking 

It is best not to stake trees if possible. Trees become stronger by adapting to the forces of the 

wind. Staking is only necessary for trees that are visibly leaning.  

 

o Mulching 

Mulch is an organic product that is spread around the base of the tree, over the area above its 

root zone. Mulch helps keep roots cool in the summer and warm in the winter. Mulch also helps 

keep weeds down, retain moisture and naturally fertilizes the tree as it breaks down. 

 

A “moat” of mulch, about 2-3” deep, also helps protect the tree trunk from being nicked or cut 

from lawn mowers or string trimmers (weed eater) working too close to the tree. Damage from 

mowers and string trimmers is the most common cause of death for newly planted trees. 

ABOUT KEEP INDIANAPOLIS BEAUTIFUL 

 

Keep Indianapolis Beautiful is a nonprofit 

organization committed to engaging diverse 

communities to create vibrant public places, helping 

people and nature thrive. 

 

Read more at www.kibi.org 

 

Mulching Tips: Mulch should be spread in a circle as far 

around the base of a young tree as possible, but at the 

very least, to two to three feet in diameter. Pull the mulch 

back to create a mulch ring that resembles a deflated 

tire or donut, with a very wide and flat appearance. Mulch 

should never touch the trunk of a tree. 

 

The most common mistake when mulching a tree is 

shaping the mulch into a mound or volcano, rather than 

the appropriate saucer or donut. There are several 

problems with volcano mulching.  This includes bark rot 

due to moisture being held against the trunk of the tree. 

 A high mound of mulch also means rain is not able to get 

to the roots of the tree while the flat donut shape allows 

even light rains to penetrate the soil.  With the mulch 

donut, the tree’s main order root, also known as a root 

flare, should be visible at all times, unobstructed by mulch, 

soil or any other material. 

 

Exposed Root Flare

Mulch Volcano


