
Why Keep Bees? 

Keeping bees provides an opportunity for students to learn about the importance of bees and 

develop a respect for the bee’s role in nature. This will allow students to see bees as friends and 

collaborators in the success of our food system, rather than scary foes. 

Beekeeping provides students with an opportunity to learn about how 1 out of every 3 bites of 

food we eat was made possible by a bee. How we rely on pollination for most of our food, 

including apples, avocados, blueberries, tomatoes, coffee, chocolate - the list goes on and on! 

Where Should the Bees Live? 

The beehive should be placed in a secluded area where there is reduced traffic, such as in the 

corner of a garden. It is suggested that they should be placed at least 25ft. from pedestrian 

walkways and play areas. The ideal spot for your hive is somewhere mostly sunny, but with a 

wind break. Your bees will also need fresh drinking water nearby, in a dish with corks or stones 

for bees to rest on. 

Essential Tools for Beekeeping: 

These price estimates have been assembled using Bee Public's 

trusted provider, Brushy Mountain Bee Farm. 

* The Bees and Queen - $200 

* Wee Bee Suit (Ages 4-6) - $95 each 

* Wee Bee Suit (Ages 10-12) - $100 each 

* Ventilated Suit (Adults) - $100 each  

* 10-Frame Bee-ginners Kit - $450 

   Includes hive, four supers, feeder, smoker and fuel, 

   gloves, veil, bee brush, hive tool, beginner's DVD 

   and book, and more.  
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Setting Up the Hive 

After you install bees in a hive, it’s important to give 

them space and time to acclimate. While you don’t 

want to open the hive for at least 2 weeks after 

installation, it is important to closely observe your hive 

during this initial period. As time goes by, you’ll learn 

what’s “normal” for your hive. If you notice anything 

unusual, don’t hesitate to contact your beekeeping 

mentor. 

Installing the Bees 

You can source your bees many ways, but you’ll probably purchase either a package or a nuc 

from a beekeeper. A “nuc” or nucleus colony is an already established mini-hive. A package, 

includes just a queen and approximately three pounds (close to 10,000) bees. A beekeeper will 

install your bees for you initially, so you’ll get a sense of how it’s done. The package of bees will 

likely come with a can of sugar syrup to feed the bees. You will need to remove the queen, she’s 

secure inside her own queen cage within the package. The queen is installed still inside her 

cage. It will take a her a few days to chew her way out, giving the other bees a chance to 

acclimate to her pheromone scent. This is important because this queen is not the mother of the 

other bees in the package. If she gets released too early, the other bees in the hive might 

attack her. Once the queen is installed, the rest of the package is gently dumped in and the lid 

is closed. Again, it’s important to observe the bees for the next couple of weeks, but resist the 

temptation to open the hive too soon. 

Inspecting the Hive 

Hive inspections are often the most 

intimidating part of beekeeping. I recommend 

only doing these every 2-3 weeks, and they 

shouldn’t take longer than 10-15 minutes. More 

frequent and longer inspections will disrupt 

the bees’ workflow and/or you might find that 

they become increasingly agitated with you 

the longer you hang around the open hive. Be 

sure to suit up completely until you feel 

comfortable going without all your protective 

gear. In the early spring and late fall, when 

there’s not much blooming outside, bees can 

become protective of their honey stores. When 

in doubt, suit up. 



What to Expect in Each Season 

Winter: Winter is a crucial time for bees and 

the time they are most likely to die. Before the 

temps dip below freezing, you’ll want to wrap 

light insulation or roofing paper around the 

hive (DO NOT block the entrance). Bees only 

leave the hive when the temps are above 40- 

50 degrees during the winter months to take 

“cleansing flights” - they never go potty inside 

the hive. Make sure the entrance is clear of 

snow and debri. Another good practice is to  

tip the hive slightly forward to allow condensation to run out of the hive instead of onto the 

bees. 

Spring: This is the time to establish a hive so they’ll have plenty of time to make honey stores for 

winter. This is also when colonies might start to divide in two and swarm. Half of the bees will 

leave the hive with the queen and find a new home. The remaining bees will raise a new queen. 

Now there are two colonies where there was one! 

Summer: Bees use the same technology as air conditioning. To cool the hive, they gather water 

and put it in the wax cells within the frames. As they fan their wings over the water, it creates a 

cooling effect. Ensure your bees have access to fresh water. Your bees may also come outside 

the hive and sit on the “front porch” to cool off. This can look kind of scary as thousands of bees 

sit on the outside of the hive, but don’t worry too much about it. This phenomenon is sometimes 

referred to as “bearding” because it looks like a beard of bees on the outside of the hive. 

Autumn: The population of the colony will start to decrease as drones (male bees) start to die 

off. Because the drones don’t do any work around the hive, they female worker bees force them 

out to ensure there’s enough honey for them in the winter months. Autumn is a good time to 

start feeding the bees sugar syrup. 

ABOUT BEE PUBLIC 

Bee Public is a nonprofit organization committed to 

making Indianapolis a more bee-friendly city through 

responsible beekeeping practices, education, and 

community outreach. 

Read more at www.beepublic.com 


